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Efforts at modernization were necessar-
ily doomed to failure because the approach
was to discard but not to fertilize domestic
cultures. Development is ...possible only by
developing (enriching) one's own culture and
not by replacing it by alien cultures as advo-
cated by the followers of modernization the-
ory. (Amare Asgedome, 1989, Culture and
DeVeIopment, Slambau, V.5, No.1,2)
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The greatest short comings of the
education system in Africa and in Ethio-
pia in particular is that it is poorly re-
lated to and interlinked with the tradi-
tions of education which predate the
coming of the modern school. The few
studies available on peasant attitudes to
the modern school appear to lend sup-
port to the view that and education sys-
tem that fails to respect the culture of its
beneficiaries will gain little respect.

At some stage Ethiopia will have to
develop an education system which is
closely linked with its indigenous
knowledge system which have been the
mainstay for the survival of its cultures
and societies. (Tekeste Negash, 1996,

PRAERR M TRt
Rethinking Education in Ethiopia, Upp-
sala, Nordiska Africa institute, Univer-
sity of Uppsala.31)
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A national strategy which fails to
take into account the Ethiopian Church
as an important partner in development
will make very little headway. (p. 37)
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